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I have no words—only breaths in the shape of 
letters that call attention to themselves. Breaths 
and the spaces between words when they 
come apart. No words, though. 

          – Kevin Adonis Browne



Curatorial Statement



on a shifting of shape: from printed matter to 
digital matter. This exhibition is another matter. It 
is an essay in three dimensions. The physical 
space of the gallery gives Browne’s work the 
room to inhale and exhale in another form.

TheThe exhibition considers the gallery’s 
conventional white cube format as a material for 
negotiating – like the blank, white page of a 
notebook. Historically, white walls provide a 
void, or clean slate for viewing artworks. Their 
surface is something we let our eyes forget or 
absent in our seeing of the art. We take them for 
grgranted. “The best way of forgetting something 
is to assume it,” writes art critic Brian O’Doherty, 
“our assumptions drop out of sight.” The white 
wall is an assumption; it is a forgetting. It is also 
an abstract material. The pure, white cube is 
removed or abstracted from our lived realities – 
severed from the world around us; sealed off 
lilike a tomb.

This exhibition, as essay, therefore asks: How to 
manipulate the white cube as a formal absence 
or amnesia? How to reconfigure this space 
abstracted from the real world? How to 
reformulate a space that has also been likened 
to a burial chamber for the dead? 

AAs spatial essay and as visual composition, the 
exhibition attends to these questions, 
employing black walls as symbolic memory and 
as an insistence on life: Black life, past life, 
present life (the black wall as a holding of space 
for us), future life (the black wall as a womb), my 
life, your life. It also inserts self-portraits into the 
gallergallery space as a way of destabilising our 
assumptions. The photographs ask us to 
consider the ways images work to represent a 
subject. What are those ways representation 
functions in rendering the Black subject visible 
or invisible – in reinforcing stereotypes, or 
freeing the subject and us to see and be seen in 
nnew and multiple ways? 
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